Science and Technology: Resources for Our Future
We are told by archeoastronomers that many primitive peoples the world over built elaborate stone configurations from which to site various astronomical events, including the winter solstice, presumably so they would know just when to welcome back the ascending sun and the new year. We, with our more mechanical outlook on time, arbitrarily welcome the new year on 1 January, rather than on 22 December as our forebears might have done. Nevertheless, the celebration is welcome, for it permits both reflections on what passed in the year before and resolutions on what we wish to come to pass in the year to come-a pause in the affairs of our lives paralleling the pause in the apparent descent of the sun. May I suggest yet another time shift for our more modern world-a more appropriate time for our winter-solstice celebration, for pausing and reflecting and resolving? I refer, of course, to the period 3-8 January, the new time for our Annual National Meeting. Being held this coming year in the sunny warmth of Houston, it gives all of us ample occasion for informed reflection on many of the most important issues of our day, as well as the means for resolving at least some of them, all in a very pleasant and stimulating ambience.
The Meeting Program, displayed for you over the next several pages, has many important and exciting aspects, beginning with a description of the nine public lectures and the premiere of a light and music show using some of the latest technological procedures. The following pages show the 138 symposia, in 17 categories, which will be given at the Meeting. These include general interest symposia on space, industry, engineering, the frontiers of science, and possible limits to usable knowledge; symposia on the latest developments in the physical, biological, and medical sciences; symposia on current problems in health care, nutrition, and ecology; symposia on current developments in the social and behavioral sciences, including human development; symposia on issues in history, philosophy, education, and communications; and symposia on problems in energy use, technology, economic development, and science policy. All-in-all, we present many of the major issues of today in a manner whereby the contributions from one discipline in science or technology are made accessible to the practitioners in other disciplines.
Beyond the lectures afd the symposia, the Meeting will have poster sessions of contributed papers, an exhibit of the latest offerings in scientific instrumentation and publication, and a festival of some of the excellent science films of the past year. Through the auspices of the Houston Advisory Committee and its able chairmen, Norman Hackerman (President of Rice University) and Randall Meyer (President of Exxon Company, U.S.A.), we have an outstanding array of tours of the scientific and cultural sites in Houston, as well as ample opportunity to enjoy Texas hospitality.
The Meeting promises to be one of genuine excitement and lasting value. You owe it to yourself to attend and experience it and, for those of us in less temperate climates, the springlike weather in Houston in January is not to be ignored. Register now; you will find forms at the end of the Program description. For the convenience of meeting attendants, AAAS will operate shuttle buses between the six participating hotels. Buses are scheduled to depart from the originating points (see below) approximately every 15 minutes, beginning at 8:00 a.m. and ending at 11:00 p.m., Wednesday (3 Jan.) through Sunday (7 Jan.). On Monday (8 Jan.), bus service will begin at 8:00 a.m. and conclude at 1:00 p.m.
Route A: Buses will originate at the Tides II Motor Inn with stops at the Tideland Motor Inn, Shamrock Hilton, and Houston Marriott, returning to the Tides II via the same hotels. Buses can be met at the front entrance of each hotel.
Route B: Buses will originate at the Astro Village Complex with stops at the front entrances of the Houston Marriott and Shamrock Hilton, returning via these hotels. Pick-up point is the "Meeting Place," a small covered shelter located on Kirby Street midway between the Astro Village Tower/Lodge and the Holiday Inn.
Resources for Disabled Attendants
The AAAS, in cooperation with the Houston Advisory Committee, is again making every effort to make the Annual Meeting fully accessible to disabled individuals. In addition to hotel rooms which can accommodate wheelchairs, and accessible meeting areas, the following resources will be available: * A Resource Center staffed with volunteers to offer assistance on request. * Assistance in movement within and between meeting hotels as needed. * Transportation service to and from airports and train and bus stations, as needed. * Interpreters for the hearing impaired at all public lectures and for other sessions on request.
* Emergency repair service for wheelchairs. * Round-the-clock telephone service responding to emergency needs. * Special tour and sightseeing information for disabled persons. * Audiotaped highlights of the meeting program for persons with visual impairments.
Persons needing special hotel accommodations, interpreting services, and other assistance are strongly urged to so indicate on the advance registration and housing request forms. Of the six participating hotels, only one is not wheelchair accessible: the Astro Village 
SURVEY OF ATTENDANTS
Annual Meeting, Houston, 3-8 January 1979 Your answers to the following questions will help us in planning future AAAS Annual Meetings. Please complete the following form and either return it with your registration form or send in separately (to the same address) if you wish to respond anonymously (in any case, the two forms will be processed separately 
